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Let me point out that, in any event,
as I did make some mention, the Presi-
dent does have authority now to nego-
tiate whatever he chooses in the area
of environmental laws. Of course,
under the Constitution, he is respon-
sible for negotiating international
agreements, or he could negotiate
agreements that raise standards abroad
or at home, or lower, such as he choos-
es.

But once he reaches an agreement
with another country or countries, if it
affects domestic law he, of course, has
to bring it to Congress for action. Of
course, under the ordinary process,
that legislation can be amended. It
does seem to me that, as a general rule,
whether it is environmental, health,
safety or whatever, we do want to have
the process be the normal process
where a matter comes up in both
Houses and can be amended according
to the rules of either House.

I point out that if someone wants to
have fast track in a particular area be-
yond trade, that can be done. We had,
as a matter of fact, given what is, in ef-
fect, fast track to base closing, because
it was decided that it was important in
order to close any bases that the execu-
tive branch propose what bases would
close and Congress could vote it up or
down but not amend. So we made an-
other exception in that case.

It can also be pointed out that some-
what the same was done in respect to
the Budget Committee. The budget has
to be acted upon within a certain num-
ber of hours. There can be some amend-
ments, but it is very limited compared
with what normally is the process in
the U.S. Senate.

Mr. REED. Will the Senator yield?

Mr. ROTH. Yes.

Mr. REED. I understand the Sen-
ator’s point—it is very well taken—
about the procedures. In a sense, it
might prove too much. The idea that
we can do things outside of fast track
raises or begs the question why we do
certain things within fast track. Why,
for example, are we saying let’s make
foreign laws with respect to commer-
cial practices consistent with our laws,
when, in fact, when it comes to the en-
vironment, we are saying, ‘‘Oh, no,
don’t include environment in this same
context’’?

I think perhaps the logic might be
that some people either feel the envi-
ronment is not important to inter-
national trade—and I think our discus-
sions tonight should have indicated it
is very important, indeed crucial—or
others are simply saying we want a
trade agreement, an arrangement with
a foreign country which will allow us
all the benefits of commercial practice
in the United States, all the protection
of intellectual property laws, all the
protections for capital investment but
none of the burdens, if you will, of
high-quality environmental laws.

Again, I just can’t understand, with
respect, why we can’t include environ-
mental conditions as we have other-
wise.
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Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, the distin-
guished chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee desires to be recog-
nized at this time.

Mr. STEVENS addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Mr. STEVENS. I thank the Chair.
And I thank the distinguished Senator
from Delaware.

————

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1998

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I come
to the floor to make a statement con-
cerning the bill that has been approved
by—really an amendment approved by
the Appropriations Committee. This
afternoon we met, and the Appropria-
tions Committee has authorized me—
and Senator BYRD—to present an
amendment to the District of Columbia
appropriations bill. It is before the
Senate. And this will be an amendment
in the nature of a substitute.

We had hoped to be able to proceed at
this time and get an agreement with
regard to that. I have asked the distin-
guished Democratic leader to join me.
And I have discussed the matter with
our leader.

The difficulty is that several Mem-
bers still want to read over portions of
that proposed amendment before we
seek to proceed on it. After discussing
it with the distinguished Democratic
leader, I think that is the better part
of valor.

I had previously made the announce-
ment that we would offer it tonight
and hope to have debate tonight and
vote tomorrow. We have a continuing
resolution that expires tomorrow
evening. But if the Democratic leader
agrees, I think we will just hold off,
and it would be the intention of the
leadership to try and move to bring
this matter before the Senate tomor-
row, as I understand it, sometime
around 1 or 1:30 tomorrow afternoon.

If that meets with the Democratic
leader’s approval, we will just not pro-
ceed tonight.

Mr. DASCHLE addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, first of
all, let me commend the distinguished
chairman for the work that they have
put into this effort. I must say, this
has moved us farther than I would have
thought we could have gone in the time
that we have had.

These are very difficult issues, very
controversial in some respects. I think
the chairman and the ranking member
have done a very good job. I intend to
support the work product at the ap-
pointed time. But it is multihundred-
pages long, and we have, I think, a
need to look through it, not nec-
essarily as much for the issue content
as it is the grammatical content. And
we are doing that now.

I think we will be ready to have a
vote on it one way or the other in early
afternoon. Senator LoOTT and I have
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consulted with the distinguished chair-
man. I personally would be prepared to
go to a vote early afternoon. I think we
can accommodate that schedule. So I
think the distinguished chairman’s rec-
ommendation is a good one. I hope we
can work in good faith in the remain-
ing hours tonight to be able to be ready
to have that vote early tomorrow
afternoon.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I
thank the distinguished Democratic
leader. Because of the expiration of the
continuing resolution tomorrow night,
and the desire of Members not to be
here next week on matters that would
require votes, I hope that we will be
able to get to it tomorrow, and get it
to the House in time for the House to
consider it and dispose of it. We may
face this bill coming back to us with an
amendment from the House before we
are through tomorrow. So it would
have been my wish that we could have
done it tonight, but under the cir-
cumstances we will defer until tomor-
row.

I thank the Chair, and I thank the
distinguished Senator.

Mr. CRAIG addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TRIBUTE TO JOHN LUNDY

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, today is
not simply he end of the 1st session of
the 105th Congress. For me, this day is
one that brings both new opportunities
and old memories. Today marks the
end of John Lundy’s 7 years of service
to me, first as my administrative as-
sistant and later as my chief of staff.
He has also served the great State of
Mississippi.

To truly understand John and his im-
pact on others, we must go back to his
roots. John was raised on a farm in the
small, rural town of Leland, MS. This
upbringing taught him the meaning of
community and the importance of fam-
ily. He is a proud Mississippian, and
still refers to the Delta as “God’s
Country.” John graduated from Mis-
sissippi State University with a degree
in agriculture—I guess he couldn’t get
into Ole Miss.

He then moved to Washington short-
ly thereafter and found a job on the
staff of the Mississippi delegation in
the House of Representatives. He was
single, young and full of ambition. Who
would have guessed that he would be
returning to Mississippi 7 years later
with a wife, a new baby girl and a
truck full of furniture?

When I asked John to join my staff,
I knew he would be a quick study. He
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